
 

 

     
 
The Virginia Creeper Trail Club is a private, nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to maintain, promote and preserve the Virginia 

Creeper Trail corridor and to help develop and conduct public education programs regarding the scenic and natural qualities of the 

Virginia Creeper Trail. 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

This is my first message as Club President, and my first obligation is to thank all the Club members who 

volunteered their time, energy and expertise to improving the safety and accessibility of the Virginia Creeper 

Trail for its many users during 2009.  You will see what Iôm talking about in the articles included in this issue.  

And speaking of volunteers, I want to congratulate Anne Maio and Roger Reynolds, our Co-Volunteers of the 

Year for their excellent service and dedication to the Trail and our community. 

 

What a wonderful resource we have in this beautiful Trail, and what an exciting year it has been!  Our Club 

sponsored another ñRide with the Legend ï Lawrence Dyeò in July, during the Highlands Festival; and I am 

happy to report that Lawrence, at age 77, recovered from an attack of shingles and achieved his goal of another 

10,000 miles on the Trail on his bicycle.  He has ridden over 147,000 miles to date.  We also sponsored a new 

event during the Festival:  a family campout at the Wye Park near the trailhead in Abingdon.  These ñCreeper 

Keepersò enjoyed great weather, a magic show, sing-along songs, Sômores, and a memorable camping 

experience. 

 

Despite this time of economic downturn, the Club has managed to accomplish its goals for 2009.  Special 

thanks are due to volunteers Jim Hutton, Brad and Mary LaMontagne, and Rachel Fowlkes for the use of their 

tractors and other equipment on our ambitious Trail re-surfacing project.  And thanks also to our Vice President, 

Chris Sullivan, for obtaining the loan of motorized pole saws which enabled volunteers to trim the encroaching 

brush and overhanging limbs along the Trail from Abingdon to Damascus. 

 

I mentioned earlier the Creeper Trail as a valuable resource.  Others have recognized this fact and have 

approached us for advice and guidance in establishing similar trails in their localities.  Representatives from the 

towns of Tryon and Hendersonville NC are now engaged in such an attempt.  We are committed to supporting 

these and other endeavors, such as the Saltville Trail here locally.  We will also continue to work with our 

partners on the Trail Advisory Board in developing long range strategic goals for enhancing tourism in this 

region, while maintaining the natural beauty that we all enjoy. 

 

In closing, I ask that each Club member reflect on how you can help us accomplish our goals in the coming 

year.  We need your help and we value your support.  And if you have ideas and suggestions for Trail 

improvements and beautification, please let me know. 

 

Wayne Miller, President 
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CURRENT VCTC OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS and COMMITTEES  
 

President:  Wayne Miller (2011), Vice President:  Chris Sullivan (2011), Secretary:  Kathi Boatright (2011) 

Treasurer:  Greg Meade (2011), Past President: Link Elmore. 

 

Board: Chris Lindeman (2010), Garrett Jackson (2010), Lawrence Dye (2011), Tom Boyle (2011), Joe Lane (2011), 

Tonya Triplett (2011). 

 

Committees, Chairs:  Maintenance:  Bob Horsch, Newsletter:  Debbie Stern, Archivist:  Jane Caldwell, Webmaster:  

Richard Smith, Events: Chris Lindeman, Publicity: Greg Meade, Nominations: Greg Meade, Merchandise: Chris 

Sullivan, Membership: Amy Sullivan 

 

EVENTS 
Photo highlights from this summerôs events on the Virginia Creeper Trail : 

 

Highlands Festival Event ï  

ñRide With the Legendò  

(July 25, 2009) 

 

 Lawrence Dye, aka ñThe 

Legendò, led the second annual 

group ride from the trail head in 

Abingdon to White Top and 

back.  Riders received a 

commemorative T-shirt and a 

Highlands Festival water bottle.  

The weather was picture perfect 

and everyone had a great ride.   

Right:  Riders at the half-way 

point at White Top Station. 

Bottom left:  Wayne Miller and 

Lawrence take a break.  

Bottom right:  Lawrence gets a 

hand fixing a flat at White Top. 
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Bench Dedication Ceremony Honors Dorothy Boucher (July 25, 2009) 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlands Festival Event ï ñCampout on the Creeperò (August 8, 2009) 

 

 
 
Pictured above:  Campers were busy setting up in Wye Park for the first annual ñCampout on the Creeperò. 

A new bench, in memory of Dorothy Boucher and donated by the Mattie Roundtree organization, was installed at 

Trestle 16 in the Damascus Town Park.  Rep. Rick Boucher attended the dedication ceremony, which was held on 

during the Highlands Festival ñRide with the Legendò morning rest stop.  The ladies in attendance provided 

refreshments and delicious homemade treats for the riders.   


